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TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TUESDAY JANUARY 14, 2014 

 

  Chairman Robert Salka called the Public Hearing and Regular 

meeting of the Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:00 

o’clock, p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers with the following 

members in attendance: 

 

 Jeffrey Gworek, Joseph LaPorte, Matthew O’Keefe & Bryan Wysong    

  

 Alternates: Ronald Bohigian & Christopher Magnoli      

   

  Absent:  Dee Ahern, Alternate 

    Paul Bedard, Alternate 

     

 Others:   Rob Phillips, Director of Community Development 

   

 A quorum was determined. 

   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

 Mr. Gworek explained the procedure to be followed in the 

presentation of an application and advised should their appeal be 

approved they file it with the Town Clerk’s Office as soon as they 

receive the formal approval in the mail before starting any work.  You 

have one year to begin the project.   

 

ROBERT SALKA, Chairman, presiding: 

5. Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting.  Mr. LaPorte seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice 

vote. 

 



Zoning Board of Appeals  January 14, 2014 

2 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 

 A. APPEAL #6038A, application of Michael Miller for special 

exception approval to allow alcohol to be served on an outdoor patio 

under Sections 4-01.32, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 26 

West Main Street, property of CJBJ Realty LLC in a CB zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  State your name and address for the record. 

 MR. MILLER:   Mike Miller, 2 Howard Avenue, Meriden, Connecticut 

06450. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  What you would like us to do for you. 

 MR. MILLER:  I applied for Quinn’s at the last meeting.  I 

applied for a liquor permit and I forgot to add the patio on to the 

application. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. MILLER:  I reapplied to get that added to it. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. MILLER:  Everything is existing. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  Now, when you put your seating out there, you have 

to allow, what is it four feet for the walkway? 

 MR. MILLER:  I believe so.  There is a couple of picnic tables 

out there right now. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  Oh, they’re there now? 

 THE CHAIR:  Now, we’re talking the one, this is Plantsville, it 

used to be – 

 MR. MILLER:  Quinn’s Tavern. 

 THE CHAIR:  -- you transferred the liquor permit. 

 MR. MILLER:  Yup. 

 THE CHAIR: And, the patio is out in the back. 

 MR. MILLER: Yup. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  You’ve got a parking lot there on the right 

hand side of it; I guess it is the west side of the building. 
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 MR. MILLER:  Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, you want to put the small patio in the back. 

 MR. MILLER:  The patio is already there.  Everything is existing 

from the old Quinn’s. 

 But when I apply for the liquor permit, I just want to do it 

once. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. MILLER: Everything --- nothing is changing from what is 

there. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay. 

 Now, that we’ve sort of established where it is. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  The parking lot is right there where your patio is? 

 MR. MILLER:  Yah, it’s on the side. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  And, for safety reasons what do you have to block 

that? 

 MR. MILLER:  There is no parking on that side. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  There is no parking at all?  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, this is raised up?  Correct? 

 MR. MILLER:  It is up a little bit. 

 THE CHAIR:  It’s off of the --- 

 MR. MILLER:  The back part is all raised up.  The retaining wall. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  There is no way off of that deck, right? 

 MR. MILLER:  There is a fire door. 

 THE CHAIR:  It is alarmed? 

 MR. MILLER:  I am not sure.  I haven’t even been out there yet. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. MILLER:  Everything is the same. 
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 THE CHAIR:  One of the things --- one of the concerns we always 

have is that someone can take the liquor and walk off the premises 

with it.  The point is it is supposed to be consumed on the premises 

and the point of leaving the building is you go out the door you came 

in.  Not --- 

 MR. MILLER:  I think he used to have the door locked all the 

time.  I’m not sure. I’ve got to talk to the fire marshal to find out 

– 

 MR. WYSONG:  Which door are we talking about? 

 MR. MILLER:  The door that exits the patio out in the parking 

lot. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Okay. 

 MR. MILLER:  I’ve got to talk to the fire marshal about that and 

make sure.  I’m not sure. If it can be locked, I will lock it.  If it 

he needs it for a fire exit then ---- 

 MR. WYSONG:  My impression is that the enclosure around the patio 

is not a non-substantial enclosure.  Or put it the other way, it was 

fairly tall and --- 

 MR. MILLER:  Yes.  It is an eight foot stockade fence all the way 

around. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Yes.  A stockade fence and the patio is very much 

enclosed.  

 MR. MILLER:  There is all woods around it. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Okay. 

 MR. O’KEEFE: What are the dimensions of the patio?  I see the 

drawing and it looks like ---is it just that— 

 MR. MILLER: It is about twenty by twenty. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  And, how many people would be seated out there as a 

maximum? 

 MR. MILLER:  Right now there is three picnic tables, about eight 

people per table.  It doesn’t hold too many. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, your intent is to leave it that way with the 

three picnic tables? 



Zoning Board of Appeals  January 14, 2014 

5 

 

 MR. MILLER:  Pretty much, yah. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  Well, what is this?  You’ve got seating for 

seventy? 

 MR. MILLER:  I think that’s for inside. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  That’s for inside.  Oh, okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  Do you have the stipulations, Matt, there that we put 

on?  Do you have a list? 

 MR. O’KEEFE: Yah. I don’t have --- was there a previous approval 

with regard to this? 

 THE CHAIR: You mean on the --- 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  On the patio. 

 THE CHAIR:  I don’t – I don’t have it as part of my record.  

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  So I think, you know, we could establish --- 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: I think there was at one time. 

 THE CHAIR:  I’m sure there was. I don’t have a copy of it.  The 

bottom line is the usual stipulations would apply. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Yah, I’ll go through those. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  What would the hours of operation be?  That you are 

planning on serving on the patio? 

 MR. MILLER:  I won’t be serving anything on the patio.  There is 

no food or anything served out there. 

 MR. O’KEEFE: What would be the – okay. 

 MR. MILLER:  But the business will be open --- right now, my plan 

is eleven am to midnight. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  What nights? 

 MR. MILLER:  Seven days a week. 
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 MR. O’KEEFE:  And, any alcoholic beverages will be served in 

glasses, cups and not in the original containers? 

 MR. MILLER:  Um-hum. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  No music or entertainment on the patio? 

 MR. MILLER: No. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  No amplification and/or loudspeakers emanating out 

to the patio. 

 THE CHAIR: Just on that particular point.  Okay?   We’ve had some 

issues and concerns throughout the town that you know; you leave your 

back door open so the people can hear the music.  You’ve got 

residential around there.  So, that’s an important point.  And, you 

know, that’ll be checked on, et cetera.  So, just for your 

information. 

 MR. MILLER:  Yup. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  And, the door to be closed at all times? 

 MR. MILLER:  Yes. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  And, the approval would be good for one year but it 

would automatically renew if there were no complaints. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay? 

 MR. MILLER:  Um-hum. 

 THE CHAIR:  All right. Any other questions of the applicant? 

 (No response) 

 Okay, thank you very much. 

 Is there anyone here speaking in favor of this application? 

 Anyone in favor? 

 (No response) 

 Anyone opposing the application? 

 (No response) 

 Hearing none, this application is closed. 
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 B. APPEAL #6039A, application of Joseph D. Scollo for a 10.3’ 

side yard setback variance to allow a garage addition & for a 111 

sq.ft. variance for a 399 sq.ft. one car garage where 288 sq.ft. is 

allowed under Sections 7A-00 & 15-04 of the Zoning Regulations, 32 

Debbie Drive, property of Joseph D & Theresa S. Scollo in an R-20/25 

zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  Will the applicant please state their name and 

address for the record, please? 

 MR. SCOLLO:  Yah, my name is Joe Scollo and I’m at 32 Debbie 

Drive in Southington, Connecticut. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.   Go ahead. 

 MR. SCOLLO:  Well, I am applying for a variance.  I have an odd 

ball lot.  I’m on a corner and the only place to put my garage is on 

the side.  And, you have an R-20 variance, I think it is.  And, that 

leaves me with four foot. You know?   

 So I am asking for fourteen feet, well ten foot from the line, 

you know.  Ten foot from the line over to that. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay. 

 MR. SCOLLO:  And, I am also going a little deeper with the 

garage.  It was because right now I have some equipment.  I have like 

a snow blower and lawn mower and I’m keeping some in someone else’s 

shed and I’d like to bring it back on my own property, too.  You know? 

 And, that is why I am doing it now. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. GWOREK:  Do you currently have that shed still in the rear 

yard? 

 MR. SCOLLO:  Yah, there is a small shed in there.  I can keep one 

item in there.  Whether it is the snow blower or the lawn mower.  I 

have a rototiller and I have a walk behind lawn mower, too.  You know?  

So. 

 MR. GWOREK:  And, you plan on keep that, too, as well? 
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 MR. SCOLLO:  Well, yah.  If its wintertime or summertime I’ll 

keep the lawn mower in there so I can just drive it out and work with 

it, you know. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  So your hardship is there is no other place to put 

this garage? 

 MR. SCOLLO:  There is no other place. 

 MR. LAPORTE: Okay.  In today’s day and age, everybody should have 

a garage. 

 MR. SCOLLO:  Yah, and if I went bigger, I’d have to get a 

variance for the shed because of where it is.  It’s an odd ball lot, 

you know? 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Did you have a drawing of the proposed garage that 

you wanted? 

 MR. SCOLLO:  You should have it.  I have it here, but you should 

have it.  I gave it to the guy. 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  Are you looking for the actual construction. 

 MR. GWOREK: The design itself. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: Yah, the design of it. 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  I do have a plan showing the actual design of it. 

 THE CHAIR: Yah, we’d like to see that. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: Yes.  Please. 

 MR. SCOLLO:  You want it?  I got it here. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  We had one copy.  So I had it in case there was 

discussion. 

 (Pause) 

 THE CHAIR:  And, you also mentioned in your application that your 

wife has a concern --- has a medical --- 

 MR. SCOLLO:  Yah.  My wife has got asthma.  And, she’s very 

difficult. She is having trouble walking, breathing and what have you.  

So, this is why we are trying to get the garage issued so she --- you 

see as we’re going over to the deck --- 



Zoning Board of Appeals  January 14, 2014 

9 

 

 THE CHAIR:  Speak into the mike. 

 MR. SCOLLO:  Oh, I’m sorry.  I’ll be up there, pretty soon. 

 THE CHAIR:  You get carried away.  That’s okay. 

 MR. SCOLLO:  Yah, she has problems walking, too.  You know, and 

this way here, when she gets in the cold, it kills her.  So we are 

trying to connect it to the house so we can go from the house right 

into the garage.  Make it a lot easier for her. 

 And, plus I am going for two knee operations, I think, possibly 

in March.  Knee replacements. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  So basically, it is a single family car garage 

and the height of the garage is going to be actually than the peak of 

the house. 

 MR. SCOLLO: Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  So it is going to be --- it’ll fit in there. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  What we ought to do is make that part of the 

record. 

 THE CHAIR:  Yes, absolutely. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  That it be in accordance with those plans. 

 THE CHAIR:  Yes.  Just make that a part of the motion, then. 

 (Pause) 

 And, if you move that garage back further into the backyard and 

then moving it close to the house, what that would do, it would not 

then allow your wife to get into the house.  She’d have to go through 

the patio, is that correct? 

 MR. SCOLLO:  Absolutely. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay. 

 Do you have anything from your neighbor? 

 MR. SCOLLO:  I talked to her. 

 THE CHAIR: You’ve got some shrubs there along that side. 

 MR. SCOLLO:  Yah.  That belongs to her. 



Zoning Board of Appeals  January 14, 2014 

10 

 

 I talked to her on the phone when I put up the sign. I said, I 

just want to let you understand and I explained to her what the side 

yard requirements are. 

 And, she said to me, well, there is still ten feet from where the 

garage is to where your line is.  She said: what’s the problem? 

 I said, look, this is the town ordinance. We’ve got to do it this 

way.  And, then this is the only --- there was no issue. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 Any other questions of the applicant? 

 (No response) 

 Thank you, sir. 

 MR. SCOLLO: Thank you very much. 

 THE CHAIR: Is there anyone here speaking in favor of this 

application? 

 Anyone in favor? 

 (No response) 

 Anyone opposing this application? 

 (No response) 

 Hearing none, this application is closed. 
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 C. APPEAL #6040A, application of Jennifer Phillips for a 

special exception approval to allow a family flock of chickens under 

Sections 3-01.31B & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 55 Devonshire 

Drive, property of Jennifer Phillips in an R-40 zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  Will the applicant please state your name and address 

for the record. 

 JENNIFER PHILLIPS:  I’m Jennifer Phillips, 55 Devonshire Drive.  

This is my husband:  Joseph. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay. 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  We’d like to get chickens at our house. 

 No alcohol, just chickens. 

 (Chuckles) 

 MR. LAPORTE:  No roosters, right? 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  No.   

 THE CHAIR: Now, the lot and the way you’re showing that on your 

drawings, thirty-five feet from the property line. Is that basically 

wooded? 

 MS. PHILLIPS: Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:   Driving by there, it looked like it was all pretty 

much wooded. 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  Yes. Our back is all wooded. 

 THE CHAIR: So even the thirty-five foot, it is actually in the 

wood line. 

 MS. PHILLIPS: Pretty much, yah. 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  Pretty close. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay. 

 MR. WYSONG: It is not only wooded, it falls off into a ravine, 

doesn’t it? 

 MS. PHILLIPS: Yah.  Kind of.  Right behind the trees.  We planted 

arborvitaes in there. Yes. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Are the arborvitaes on the lot line? 
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 MS. PHILLIPS: No. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Or do you own property --- 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  We own beyond that. 

 MR. WYSONG: --- down into the gully? 

 MS. PHILLIPS:   Where the kids can drop off. 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  Yah, they drop off.  The arborvitaes are in from 

the line.  They drop off and then where it drops off is kind of where 

the line is. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  So, the coop is all fenced in? 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  Well, there is nothing there right now. 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  There is nothing there right now. We haven’t    

gotten it, yet. We’re waiting. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  But they’ll be running free, in other words? 

 MS. PHILLIPS: Oh, no.  It will be fenced in where they can get.  

You know, we have a dog.  They can’t run free. 

 MR. LAPORTE: Okay. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Will there be an enclosure around it?  I don’t see 

an enclosure drawn. I just see a four by eight drawing? 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  Yah, there will be an enclosure where they come 

out of the coop. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  And, where will that be?  It is not on the drawing. 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  Oh.  In the back of the coop. 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  Well, we haven’t bought the coop, yet.  That was 

kind of the place. What we thought was roughly four by eight, at most, 

sized coop plus run.  A small run around it. Which you know, would be 

chicken wire. 

 THE CHAIR:  So, the run would be totally around the coop or would 

it be like in the back? 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  To one side.  There is a little door that comes 

off the coop. 
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 THE CHAIR:  Okay, so it would be more on your property line and 

not on the --- 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  It would be away from the neighbors and more 

towards the house or down the hill. 

 THE CHAIR: Just make sure we have that. 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  I don’t think the run would be very large. 

 (Undertone comments) 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  What’re you going to do with all the eggs? 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  We have three boys.  So, they’ll eat them. 

 (Laughter) 

 THE CHAIR:  We’ve had a couple we see out there selling them 

because they just can’t keep up with them. 

 MS. PHILLIPS: No. When we make scrambled eggs, we go through a 

dozen very easily with three boys. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Because they do lay eggs. 

 Okay. 

 Thank you.  Anything else? 

 Any other questions of the applicant? 

 (No response) 

 Thank you very much. 

 MS. PHILLIPS:  Thank you. 

 THE CHAIR: Is there anyone here speaking in favor of this 

application? 

 Anyone in favor? 

 (No response) 

 Anyone opposing this application? 

 (No response) 

 Hearing none, this application is closed.
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CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 

 A. APPEAL #6036A, application of Michael Miller for special 

exception approval to allow alcohol to be served on an outdoor patio 

under Sections 4-01.32, 4-03.32A, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning 

Regulations, 1678 a/k/a 1672 Meriden Waterbury Road, property of 

Southington Center Ltd. In a B zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  We have a letter from Mike Miller.  If you could read 

that into the record?  He will not be able to make tonight’s meeting. 

 Do you have a copy? 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  I have a copy, but I thought he was here. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. MILLER:  Yes.  Greg Maloney can’t make it. 

 THE CHAIR:  Oh, okay, okay. 

 So you still want to move forward with this?  Okay, I’m sorry. 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  You want to continue it to the next meeting?  

Okay.  Or table the opening of the hearing. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Do we have an issue on timing? 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I think that is where we were last time. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  I think.  Because you know, we’re up in sixty-five 

days. 

 THE CHAIR: Yah. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  So, if we don’t take any action, I think we may 

have a problem. 

 THE CHAIR:  Well, the only thing we could do is, um, well – 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  Well, the date submitted is November 7
th
.  If I 

could just interject.  The date submitted was November 7
th
. 

 It looks like we are --- was that your meeting, November 7
th
?  Do 

you recall? 
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 Did you have a meeting on November 7
th
? 

 MR. WYSONG:  The meeting was November 26
th
. 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  Okay, so I can make the assumption it was received 

on the 26
th
.  So you are still within the sixty-five days, roughly. 

 THE CHAIR:  It will be another fourteen days before the next 

meeting. 

 MR. GWOREK:  The twenty-eighth. 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  Right. 

 THE CHAIR:  So if we don’t act on it tonight --- 

 MR. PHILLIPS:  And, if you want to be safe, they can consent to 

an extension of up to sixty-five days. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  We could make a condition of tabling it that they 

consent to it. 

 THE CHAIR:  That they what? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  That they consent to an extension of sixty-five 

days. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 State your name and address for the record, please? 

 MR. MILLER:  Mike Miller, 20 Howard Avenue, Meriden. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay? 

 MR. MILLER:  Yah, can we request an extension? 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. MILLER:  Greg’s father passed away so he is not able to make 

it. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Can we have a motion to continue the public 

hearing based on the applicant’s request? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  I make a motion to continue the public hearing 

based on the applicant’s request and note for the record that the 

applicant has consented to a sixty-five day extension for our period 

to act. 
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 MR. LAPORTE:  Second. 

 THE CHAIR:  We have a second.  We have a motion and we have a 

second.  Any discussion? 

 (No response) 

 Okay, hearing none? 

 (Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote) 

 MR. MILLER:  Thank you. 
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REGULAR MEETING 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. APPEAL #6038A, application of Michael Miller for special 

exception approval to allow alcohol to be served on an outdoor patio 

under Sections 4-01.32, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 26 

West Main Street, property of CJBJ Realty LLC in a CB zone. 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to approve Appeal #6038A with 

conditions: 

 1. There not be more than twenty-four seats in the area that 

is shown on the map. 

 2. The hours of operation be limited to eleven am to twelve 

midnight. 

 3. All alcoholic beverages be served in glass, cups, et cetera 

and not in original containers. 

 4. There be no music or entertainment. 

 5. There be no amplification and/or loudspeakers. 

 6. Doors to the patio are to be closed at all times. 

 7. Approval would be good for one year.  It would 

automatically renew if there were no complaints. 

 Mr. LaPorte seconded. 

Discussion: 

 Mr. O’Keefe pointed out it just a continuation of a use that was 

previously approved. 

 The twenty-four seats is only for the patio area. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote.  
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 B. APPEAL #6039A, application of Joseph D. Scollo for a 10.3’ 

side yard setback variance to allow a garage addition & for a 111 

sq.ft. variance for a 399 sq.ft. one car garage where 288 sq.ft. is 

allowed under Sections 7A-00 & 15-04 of the Zoning Regulations, 32 

Debbie Drive, property of Joseph D & Theresa S. Scollo in an R-20/25 

zone. 

 Mr. LaPorte made a motion to approve Appeal 6039A with 

stipulations. 

 1. The overall design be consistent with the plan submitted to 

the planning department on December 30
th
. 

 Mr. Wysong seconded. 

Discussion: 

 Mr. Wysong felt it was a good garage design for the neighborhood. 

He drove up there.  The lots all tend to be quarter acre lots.  

Difficult to get garages.  He would guess half the houses have garages 

and half do not.  Most of the garages that do exist are nonconforming 

on a side line.  Some even appear to be right on the side line.  The 

applicant limiting his desire for storage space to a one car garage 

that is a little bit deeper than most one car garages, but in that 

location I think he has done a very good job of being consistent with 

the neighborhood and still fulfilling his needs. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 
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 C. APPEAL #6040A, application of Jennifer Phillips for a 

special exception approval to allow a family flock of chickens under 

Sections 3-01.31B & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 55 Devonshire 

Drive, property of Jennifer Phillips in an R-40 zone. 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to approve #6040A with conditions: 

 1. The use be confined to an enclosure having a total area of 

not more than four hundred square feet. 

 2. The coop be four by eight feet. 

 3. It be located a minimum of two hundred forty-five feet from 

the front yard. 

 4. No portion of the enclosure be closer than thirty-five feet 

from the neighbor’s house. 

 5. There be no roosters. 

 Mr. LaPorte seconded. 

Discussion: 

 Mr. LaPorte quipped:  the kids got to eat! 

 Mr. O’Keefe said it is allowed generally speaking in that zone.  

Looking at the property, it is deep and it is away from houses.  It is 

in a wooded area.  It shouldn’t be offensive to the neighbors. 

 It is allowed within the regulations. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 
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CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 

 A. APPEAL #6036A, application of Michael Miller for special 

exception approval to allow alcohol to be served on an outdoor patio 

under Sections 4-01.32, 4-03.32A, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning 

Regulations, 1678 a/k/a 1672 Meriden Waterbury Road, property of 

Southington Center Ltd. In a B zone. 

 Public hearing continued to the next meeting. 
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MISCELLANEOUS/ OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS 

 The Chair said we requested the presence of the proprietor of The 

Groggy Frog.  We just really wanted you to hear from us because the 

zoning enforcement officer has been out there and we did have some 

complaints about the noise level after hours emanating from your 

establishment. 

 We just wanted to advise you that --- and I think you already 

know the situation.  In speaking with the zoning enforcement office, 

he said that you would be complying with our request. 

 MICHAEL MONTANA:  183 Highridge Road, Southington.  I’ve had 

several discussions and meetings over the last let’s six, seven months 

with my employees.  We are all on the same page. 

 I’m there the majority of the time.  Sometimes I’m not and 

sometimes when I am not there, I can’t control it.  But we are all on 

the same page now as far as what is expected of them as far as doors 

closed, windows closed, et cetera. 

 I don’t feel it will become an issue again. 

 The Chair explained we put stipulations on when we approved it 

back when and one was the noise emanating and that kind of thing.  

We’ll just work with you and hopefully the problem is resolved and we 

won’t have to meet again. 

 Mr. Montana agreed.  That’ll be great. 

 Mr. LaPorte said it is totally the owner’s responsibility.  It is 

totally on you. 

 Mr. Montana concurred. 

 Thank you for coming. 

  

 The next meeting is two weeks from tonight in the Assembly Room 

at the Municipal Center. 

 The Chair introduced Chris Magnoli, new alternate.  Welcome 

aboard!  Don’t afraid to jump in and ask questions.  That’s how you 

learn. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 Mr. LaPorte made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. O’Keefe seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 o’clock, p.m.) 

 

    Robert Salka, Chairman 

    Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

 

 

 

 

 


